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IiL employment, though charac lerL^tiea^y enough not
actually from their service, Th:s action of the council

fixes the cllaractcr of the man letter than any >eandal-
ous story. He was valuable, Imt com pronging.

All these regrettable details cume to KIV knowledge

quite recently in a very amu^zn^ and Inieiv4iiiG book,

hut I must confess that BIT early admiration for Tiisman
as one of the early fathers of militant freotjraphy has not

been affected very much by IL Ilensl^ or :ioL he had
in the course of his voyages mapped 8,000 miles of an
Island which by common consent is called now a
continent, a geologically very old continent indeed,
but which is now the home of a very young common-
wealth with a!! the possibilities of material imd intel-
lectual splendour still hidden in Its future.

1 like to think that In that portion of the Elysian
Fields set apart for great navigators, James Cook
would not refuse to acknowledge the civilities of Abel
Tasman, a fellow seaman who had first reported the
existence of Xew Zealand in the perplexed, bewildered
way of those times, ISO years before Captain Cook on
his second voyage laid for ever the ghost of the Terra
Australia Incognita and added Xew Zealand to the
scientific domain of the geography triumphant of our
day.

Xo shade of reinissness nor doubtful motive rests
upon the achievements of Captain Cook, who came out
of a labourer's cottage to take Ms place at the head of
the masters of maritime exploration who worked at the
great geographical problem of the Pacific. Endeavour
was the name of the ship which carried him on his first
voyage, and it was also the watchword of his pro-
fessional life. Resolution was the name of the ship he
commanded himself on his second expedition, and it